GP management of dementia--a consumer perspective.
As the population ages, the general practitioner is likely to have an increasingly important role in diagnosing and managing dementia. Many people in the community dealing with dementia have little help until a diagnosis is made, and their experiences produce a profile of their met and unmet needs. A nondirected interview technique elicits a wide range of themes from individual life phenomena, with each person attributing their own meaning to events and experiences. Open ended discussion can produce unexpected information that is outside the experience of the researcher but relevant to the people being studied, reflecting the unique nature of each person's experience with dementia. Patients expect their GP to know about dementia and look to their GP for help with the disease, but these expectations may not always be matched by the doctor's knowledge about dementia or their perceived role in dementia care.